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Crowheart Butte, Wyoming
Stories, Legends, and History

Standing on the north side of the Wind River valley in central Wyoming, Crowheart Butte is an icon for 
stories, history, and legend. Protected by a flat top formed from a layer of erosion-resistant sandstone, the 
tower of rock consists of sandstone and siltstone layers of the Wind River formation.

The Wind River Formation is a sedimentary unit that formed in a basin surrounded by mountains. Large 
boulders of older rocks, some as large as 3 m in diameter, contributed to the deposits on the edge and 
outer bottom of the basin. Finer grained sandstones and silt stones filled the interior of the basin. The 
younger rocks at the top of the formation in the Crowheart Butte area contain small fragments of volcanic 
material probably formed by explosive volcanic eruptions. The Wind River Formation was deposited 
by streams and rivers about 45 million years ago (middle Eocene) about the time the first fossil horses 
appeared in the record of ancient life.

Details of the geologic history of central Wyoming can be found in: Keefer WR (1965) Stratigraphy and 
Geologic History of the Uppermost Cretaceous, Paleocene, and Lower Eocene Rocks in the Wind River 
Basin, Wyoming. US Geological Survey Professional Paper 495-A: 77 pages

Crowheart Butte is in the Wind River Reservation, home of the Shoshone and Arapaho. The most well 
known leader of the Shoshone was Washakie. He was born around 1804 and died in 1900 at Fort 
Washakie, an administrative center for the reservation. Legend has that a war between the Northern 
Shoshone and Crow ended with a one-on-one fight between the two groups. The duel is thought by many 
to have taken place on top of Crowheart Butte. Washakie killed the Crow chief and is said to have displayed 
the Crow’s heart on his lance at a victory celebration.
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